
 
 

 
 

   
 

Accelerating A Just Energy Transition: 

Southeast Asia Sustainable Power Planning Regional Workshop 

4 June 2025, Penang, Malaysia 

Venue: G Hotel Gurney - 168A, Gurney Dr, 10250 George Town, Penang 

 

Background:  

Southeast Asia is experiencing rapid economic growth, leading to increased energy demand. This growth, 

coupled with expected expanding sectors like data centers and artificial intelligence, necessitates a clean, 

reliable, and flexible power system. Addressing these challenges requires leveraging renewable energy 

and all available clean energy technologies including battery storage, while also ensuring a sustainable 

and resilient supply chain for key clean energy components.  

 

In line with Malaysia’s ASEAN Chairmanship priorities to accelerate a just energy transition across the 

region, the Ministry of Energy Transition and Water Transformation (PETRA) and its energy regulator, the 

Energy Commission, will be collaborating with the Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) to further explore and 

deepen regional best practices on this critical agenda through CEM's high-level global network.  

 

The CEM is a high-level global platform to promote policies and programmes that advance clean energy 

technology, share lessons learned and best practices, and encourage the transition to a global clean 

energy economy. In recent years, CEM community have expressed keen interest to deepen engagement 

with emerging markets and developing economies (EMDEs) including Southeast Asian countries, to share 

the experience of CEM member countries, and to provide a platform to EMDE countries to engage with 

the global CEM community and highlight their national and regional efforts on key energy issues. CEM’s 

collaboration with Southeast Asia could play a crucial role in accelerating regions power system 

transformation by providing technical expertise, fostering knowledge sharing, and mobilizing resources. 

 

In that context, this workshop aims to bring together key global, regional and national stakeholders from 

governments, international organizations, industry, and academia to share lessons learned, explore 

innovative solutions, and foster collaboration for clean power system transformation in Southeast Asia. It 

also aims to create actionable recommendations that advance the region's commitment to sustainability, 

inclusivity, and energy resiliency, making ASEAN a global model for collaborative and forward-thinking 

energy planning and regulatory frameworks. Held during the week of ASEAN Renewable Energy Sub-

Sector Network (RE-SSN) Annual Meeting, this workshop offers a platform for collaboration, knowledge 

sharing, and fostering partnerships to advance sustainable energy solutions in Southeast Asia. 

  



 
 

 
 

   
 

3 June 2025 

Time 3 June 2025 - Networking Reception 

17.00 – 19.00 The Green Connection  
- Pre-conference Social by Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM)  
 

 

4 June 2025 

Time Overview - Agenda  

 09.00 -  Registration  

09.30 – 09.45 Opening Remarks and Family Photo 

• Madam Csiti Safinah Salleh, CEO, Malaysia Energy Commission 

• Dr. Prasoon Agarwal, Deputy Head, CEM Secretariat  

• Mr Shoon So Oo, Associate Director, ClimateWorks Foundation 

09.45 – 10.15 Context Setting  

This session will feature three scene-setting presentations on the status of power system 

transformation and sustainable power planning in Southeast Asia; an overview of CEM’s global 

efforts to support power system transformation and planning; and a perspective on the role of 

Renewable Energy Certificates in enabling sustainable planning and cross-border green 

electricity trade in the region. 

Moderator: Prasoon Agarwal, CEM Secretariat  

Discussants:  

• Prihastya Wiratama, ASEAN Centre for Energy  
• Doug Arent, NREL Foundation  

• Roble Velasco-Rosenheim, i-TRACK Foundation  

10.15 – 10.30 Coffee break  

10.30 – 11.45 Session 1: Panel Discussion on Empowering regulators for accelerating regional & cross-

border power integration decarbonization 

In this moderated panel discussion, speakers will spotlight the need for empowering regulators 

to accelerate regional and cross-border power integration for decarbonization. It will include a 

scene-setting presentation on the role of energy regulators, followed by perspectives from 

global and regional experts; and a round of Q&A open to all participants.  

Session Chair: Madam Siti Safinah Salleh, CEO, Malaysia Energy Commission  

Panelists:  

• Alejandro Hernandez, Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP)  

• Mustaba Ari, Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources (MEMR), Indonesia 



 
 

 
 

   
 

• Nicholas Chan, British High Commission, Malaysia  

• Peerapat Vithayasrichareon, IEA 

11.45 – 13.00 Session 2: Interactive Dialogue on Matching Demand-Growth with Clean & Alternative 

Supply: meeting new demand trends such as AC, EV, data centers and AI 

This interactive session will explore how to align Southeast Asia’s growing energy/electricity 

demand—driven by emerging trends such as air conditioning, electric vehicles, data centers, 

and artificial intelligence—with clean and alternative energy supply. The session will begin with 

two scene-setting presentations on regional demand and supply outlooks; followed by an 

interactive discussion with regional and global experts from the private sector, international 

agencies and intergovernmental organizations; and with participation invited from all 

attendees.  

Moderator: John Ward, ISGAN  

Discussants:  

• Peerapat Vithayasrichareon, IEA 

• Thu Vu, TransitionZero  

• Supawan Saelim, Agora Energiewende  

• Sarah Kanwar, World Economic Forum  

13.00 – 14.00 Networking lunch 

14.00 – 15.45 Session 3: Interactive Dialogue on Enhancing Power System Flexibility – the opportunity for 

digitization and energy storage  

This interactive session will focus on enhancing power system flexibility through digitization and 
energy storage, aligning with the outcomes of COP28 on Tripling Renewable Energy. It will open 
with context setting presentations on digitization and flexibility, the role of energy storage, and 
examples from emerging markets on battery storage deployment. An interactive discussion will 
follow, including contributions from ASEAN Member States, system operators, development 
banks and other regional and global stakeholders. 
 
Moderator: Doug Arent, NREL Foundation  
 

Discussants:  

• Peerapat Vithayasrichareon, IEA  

• Vincenzo Franza, CEM Secretariat  

• Somdeth Lakhonvong, Lao PDR  

• Ayush Misra, AmpereHour Energy  

• Teo Han Guan, Huawei 

• John Ward, ISGAN 

• Norhasbi Abdul Wahad, TNB Malaysia  
 

15.45 – 16.00 Coffee break 



 
 

 
 

   
 

16.00 – 17.00 Session 4: Panel Discussion on Accelerating Just Energy Transition: Opportunities on critical 

minerals, supply chain, and workforce/skills  

This panel discussion will showcase opportunities for accelerating a just energy transition in 
Southeast Asia, featuring insights from ASEAN Member States and other regional and global 
partners, highlighting strategies for ensuring an inclusive and sustainable energy shift. Focusing 
on critical minerals, supply chains, and workforce development, this session will conclude with a 
moderated Q&A segment open for all participants.  
 
Session Chair: Ms Ruby B. de Guzman, Department of Energy, Philippines  

Panelists:  

• Monika Merdekawati, ASEAN Centre for Energy  

• Iqlima Fuqoha, SEforAll  

• Koh Keng Sen, Sustainable Energy Development Authority, Malaysia 
• Batih Hakimul, OECD Clean Energy Finance and Investment Mobilisation  

17.00– 17.30 Closing and Way Forward  

The closing session, moderated by Dr. Doug Arent, will be an opportunity to summarize key 

insights and outline the next steps through a ‘tour de table’ discussion. It will feature key 

reflections from the CEM Secretariat and representative(s) from the Government of Malaysia. 

• Dr. Prasoon Agarwal, Deputy Head, CEM Secretariat  

• Mr Asdirhyme Abdul Rasib, Under-Secretary for Sustainable Energy, PETRA, Malaysia 

20.00 – 22.00 Delegation Dinner 

 


